[I] “But in a place in which people do not gather on Mondays and on 
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Thursdays, they read it only at its proper time.” 


It has been taught: Ten men available to leave their work for the 
synagogue. 


R. Judah said, “We, for example, do not have to make a living from 
our learning [but have a living from some other source].” 


[C] It has been taught: A town in which there are not ten [available 
men] — its advantage comes from its point of weakness. [The fact 
that it does not have ten men is an advantage, for] it is treated as a 
town [and reads the Megillah on the fourteenth of Adar]. 


Of these have they said that they advance it and do not postpone it 
[M. 1:4D]: namely, reading the Megillah and taking up the heave- 
offering of the sheqel offering [in the Temple, for use in maintaining 
the cult in the coming year]. 


They advance and do not postpone the meal in celebration of the new 
moon. 


But the banquet of Purim [that coincides with the Sabbath] they 
postpone but do not push up. 


[D] R. Zeirah asked before R. Abbahu, “And [why] should they [not] 
celebrate those meals on the Sabbath?” 


[E] He said to him, “[‘But the Jews who were in Susa gathered on the 
thirteenth day and on the fourteenth, and rested on the fifteenth 
day,] making that a day of feasting and gladness’ (Est. 9:18). This 
refers to celebration of a day, the rejoicing of which depends upon 
a decision of the court, excluding this day [namely, the Sabbath], 
the rejoicing of which depends upon Heaven. [It was a decision of 
the Jews’ own court that made Purim a festival, and Heaven 
concurred. But the rejoicing on the Sabbath was a decree of 
Heaven. J” 


As to funds collected for the poor for celebration of Purim, these funds 
are to be used for Purim. 


Said R. Eleazar, “And that is on condition that a poor man should not 
use them for some other purpose than celebrating Purim, for example, 
buying a thong for his sandal.” 


They do not enforce the religious requirements [giving to the poor] 
on Purim in a meticulous way [T. Meg. 1:5C], but whoever puts out 


